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About the year 1560, when Bianca was seventeen, she fell
in love with a youth a year or two older than herself belong-
ing to a Florentine family, named Piero Buonaventura, a
gentleman by birth, but whose family were in reduced cir-
cumstances, while he himself was a clerk in the Salviati bank,
which was situated in one of the narrow streets of Venice,
exactly opposite the Capello palace. Her family would have
killed her rather than allow such a marriage, and they were
married secretly. But an accident threatened suddenly to
reveal what they had done, and they had at a moment's notice
to fly for their lives. Piero hurried his young wife into a
gondola, they escaped by sea, and eventually reached Flor-
ence, where his father and mother were living in great pov-
erty 30 All Venice was horrified at such an insult to its proud
aristocracy; the Capello family were powerful, and Ihe whole
Venetian nobility vowed vengeance on Piero for his intolerable
audacity; a reward of 2,000 ducats was offered to any one
who would murder him, and his uncle, Giambattista Buona-
ventura, was thrown into prison and there died. Meanwhile,
in Florence Bianca had no easy lot. Piero's mother was bed-
ridden; his father, unable to support this addition of two
extra members to his family, was forced to discharge their
only servant; and the luxuriously brought-up daughter of a
Venetian noble had to take the servant's place, and become
a household drudge. At the same time fear for Piero's life,
and dread on Bianca's part of falling into her enraged
father's hands, kept them both prisoners. That Bianca boie
uncomplainingly all that this great change must have meant
to her for the sake of her love for Piero (who, after all,
showed himself a worthless creature) speaks well for her
natural good-heartedness. She was despised, hard worked,
condemned by all, and execrated by the whole aristocracy of
Venice, but she cared not so long as Piero remained true
to her. During this time of their poverty a daughter was born
to them, Pellegrina Buonaventura, who afterwards married
Ulisse Bentivoglio.